
Is it good 
enough?

What does "taking 
action" mean? 



Erica Gargaglione
Jordan Sterry
Kajsa Camilla Kövecses
Renata Krasovskaja
Sans Llorente, Jaume





- Industries Taking Action - - Industries Taking Action -

Tracking 
the actors/

issues
- Industries Taking Action - - Industries Taking Action -



Tracking
The issue of tracking microplastics is impor-
tant because it provides evidence for plastic 
pollution and highlights the different ac-
tors involved in it.

However, the way that we track microplas-
tics influences the narrative around who is 
responsible for this wicked problem. It also 
suggests different solutions which are 
not always beneficial for everyone , bearing 
greenwashing, inequality and exploitation.

- Historically -
- Geographically -
- Sociologically -
- Typologically -
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Main sources of
Microplastic

Clothes textiles 
Cosmetics Industries 
Tyres Industry 
Nurdles 
Plastic Packaging (40-50%  of plastic is single use or 
disposable, packaging is main source of waste plastic )

Tracking the actors/issues
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Simple things we 
may not know 
 1-4 are 
more like-
ly to dis-
solve into 
microplas-
tics 
 
5-7 are 
long term 
use plas-
tics so 
they are 
more 
Sustainable 

Tracking the actors/issues
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Major
Industries
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Conglomerates
Major Industries
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Top 3 worst
Plastic polluting

Companies

Major Industries
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The Tyre Industry
Major Industries

The tyre indus-
try creates an im-
perceptible but 
shocking amount 
of microplastics. 
An estimated 30% 
of the microplas-
tics found in the 
oceans come from 
tyres.

The microplastic 
comes from wear 
and tear and is 
blown in the wind.
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The Recycling
Industry is
Profitable
China used to buy 
70% of all existing 
waste until recent-
ly when this indus-
try was exposed as 
exploitative .

Some countries im-
port waste to con-
vert to energy and 
recycle.

If plastic is recycled 
properly it has less 
chance of ending up in 
nature where under 
light and temperature, 
it breaks down into Mi-
croplastics .

Major Industries
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Plastic Production 
worldwide

Major Industries
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Major companies
Global companies 
like Adidas, IKEA 
and H&M are taking 
some actions. 

They promise to 
turn all the ma-
terials into re-
cycled materials 
and be conscious 
by 2030. 

This Could be seen 
as greenwashing, 
but little steps 
are better than 
no steps.

Major Industries
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Responsibility 
and taking

Action
- Industries Taking Action -
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Who is responsible 
to keep track? 
Companies that produce plastic?  

The brands that package their products into 
it?
 
Companies that recycle plastic into other 
materials or energy? 

Consumers? 

Governments? 

The Group agreed that regulations need to 
be strict and the consumer alone should 
not be blamed. 

Responsibility and Taking Action
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Regulation of
Industries and 
Companies
Reducing plastic usage or stop using plastic 
completely. 
- Being transparent with consumers 
- Keeping the consumers aware of what they 
are buying. 
- Producing packaging from the plastic that 
it is easy to recycle 
- Setting a reward system for recycling 
their products 
- Creating a circle of life for the plastic 
products. 
- Use other products with less environmen-
tal impact. 

Responsibility and Taking Action
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How can consumers make demands?  

How can we ask companies to be transpar-
ent when the evolution is so quick in the 
capitalist era?  

How do "we" make sure that companies take 
responsibility for how their products are 
being sold by retailers?  

Demanding change
Responsibility and Taking Action
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Alternatives

Invest in sustainable fashion / second hand 
clothing and goods instead. Big brands could 
be blamed for greenwashing yet they bring 
awareness to the topic.

Responsibility and Taking Action
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What products are 
essential?

Responsibility and Taking Action
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Where do we stand 
as cultural
producers?

Responsibility and Taking Action
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Sources
Our Repository:
https://www.notion.so/Companies-industries-acting-up-
on-microplastics-3ac2014b6bf04b72ad58891bf32ad2dc

IDFA 2016 | Trailer | Plastic China
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0Kif9cugQ0&list=PL-
FO0h-LZndccXKO6EahcERJJdUiAmW-Ec 

Kids suing governments about climate: It's a 
global trend
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/06/
kids-suing-governments-about-climate-growing-trend/ 

How China Broke the World's Recycling
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXRtNwUju5g&fbclid=I-
wAR1YB_kq8yNTPlrkd7lXzocwCkmNXtGbMz4WSVcfrLCo_
RRYdaQ93YaCWb4 

Beer Companies create conscious ad about 
ocean plastic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKZ-Lgt1m7I
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Quotes
" Made to replace other materials that were 
becoming increasingly scarce, it fueled an 
era of mass consumerism and the cheap rep-
lication and distrubution of goods. "
- Heather Davids, Toxic Progeny: The Plastisphere and Oth-

er Queer Futures 

 

" This type of matter is emblematic of an era 
where it is impossible to disentangle the 
"natural" from sociopolitical and economic 
formations " 
- Heather Davids, Toxic Progeny: The Plastisphere and Oth-
er Queer Futures 
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Norwegian Fisherman 
Finds "Romantic Toy" 

In Fish


