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T RACKING

THE ISSUE OF TRACKING MICROPLASTICS IS IMPOR—
TANT BECAUSE IT PROVIDES EVIDENCE FOR PLASTIC
POLLUTION AND HIGHLIGHTS THE DIFFERENT AC—

TORS INVOLVED IN IT.

HOWEVER, THE WAY THAT WE TRACK MICROPLAS—
TICS INFLUENCES THE NARRATIVE AROUND WHO IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS WICKED PROBLEM. IT ALSO
SUGGESTS DIFFERENT SOLUTIONS WHICH ARE
NOT ALWAYS BENEFICIAL FOR EVERYONE , BEARING
GREENWASHING, INEQUAL.ITY AND EXPLOITATION.

= HISTORICALLY —
- GEOGRAPHICALLY -—
- SOCIOL.OGICALLY -
- TYPOLOGICALLY -—



TRACKING THE ACTORS/ISSUES

MAIN SOURCES OF
MICROPLASTIC

CLOTHES TEXTILES
COSMETICS INDUSTRIES
T YRES INDUSTRY
NURDLES

PLASTIC PACKAGING (40-50% OF PLASTIC IS SINGLE USE OR
DISPOSABLE, PACKAGING IS MAIN SOURCE OF WASTE PLASTIC )
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TRACKING THE ACTORS/ISSUES

SIMPLE THINGS WE
MAY NOT KNOW

1—<3 ARE

MORE LIKE—
LY TO DIS—
SOLVE INTO

NN DN DO DI
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PETE HDPE PVC LDPE OTHER
M IcROPLAs_ polyethylene high-density low-density polypropylene other plastics,

erephthalate Iyethyl olyethylene INCluQing acrylic,
TICS G e S Riiee

polyactic fibers,
nylon, fiberglass

o—7 ARE
LONG TERM
USE PLAS—
TICS SO
THEY ARE
MORE
SUSTAINABLE
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

CONGLOMERATES
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

TOP 3 WORST
PLASTIC POLLUTING
COMPANIES

SO 2N
%pepsico | )

Nestle

51 COUNTRIES 43 COUNTRIES 37 COUNTRIES

13,8 rLASTIC 5,2 PLASTIC 8,0 PLASTIC
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

THE TYRE INDUSTRY

THE TYRE INDUS—

TRY CREATES AN IM—
PERCEPTIBLE BUT
SHOCKING AMOUNT
OF MICROPLASTICS.
AN ESTIMATED 300
OF THE MICROPLAS—
TICS FOUND IN THE
OCEANS COME FROM
T YRES.

THE MICROPLASTIC

COMES FROM WEAR
AND TEAR AND IS
BLOWN IN THE WIND.
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

THE RECYCLING
INDUSTRY IS
PROFITABLE

CHINA USED TO BUY
O% 0 OF ALL EXISTING
WASTE UNTIL RECENT=—
LY WHEN THIS INDUS—
TRY WAS EXPOSED AS
EXPLOITATIVE.

SOME COUNTRIES IM-— IF PLASTIC IS RECYCLED
PORT WASTE TO CON-— PROPERLY IT HAS LESS
VERT TO ENERCY AND CHANCE OF ENDING UP IN
RECYCLE. NATURE WHERE UNDER
LIGHT AND TEMPERATURE
IT BREAKS DOWN INTO MIi—
CROPLASTICS.
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

PLASTIC PRODUCTION
WORLDWIDE

Asia Produces Half the
Plastic in the World

Plastic production by region in 2018 (in percent)

o o CIS

Europe Japaﬂ
NAFTA China

Rest of Asia

o Mlddle East
Ty and Africa

America

ource: Plastics Europe

statista %
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MAJOR INDUSTRIES

MAJOR COMPANIES

GLOBAL COMPANIES
LIKE ADIDAS, IKEA
AND HEM ARE TAKING
SOME ACTIONS.

THEY PROMISE TO
TURN ALL THE MA-—
TERIALS INTO RE—
CYCLED MATERIALS
AND BE CONSCIOUS
BY 2030.

THIS COULD BE SEEN
AS GREENWASHING,
BUT LITTLE STEPS
ARE BETTER THAN
NO STEPS.
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
TO KEEP TRACK™?

COMPANIES THAT PRODUCE PLASTIC™?

THE BRANDS THAT PACKAGE THEIR PRODUCTS INTO
IT?

COMPANIES THAT RECYCL.E PLASTIC INTO OTHER
MATERIALS OR ENERGY™?

CONSUMERS™?

GOVERNMENTS"?

THE GROUP AGREED THAT REGULATIONS NEED TO
BE STRICT AND THE CONSUMER ALONE SHOUL.D
NOT BE BLLAMED.
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

REGULATION OF
INDUSTRIES AND
COMPANIES

REDUCING PLASTIC USAGE OR STOP USING PLASTIC
COMPLETELY.
= BEING TRANSPARENT WITH CONSUMERS

= KEEPING THE CONSUMERS AWARE OF WHAT THEY
ARE BUYING.

- PRODUCING PACKAGING FROM THE PLASTIC THAT
IT IS EASY TO RECYCLE

- SETTING A REWARD SYSTEM FOR RECYCL.ING
THEIR PRODUCTS
= CREATING A CIRCLE OF LIFE FOR THE PLASTIC
PRODUCTS.
= USE OTHER PRODUCTS WITH LESS ENVIRONMEN-
TAL IMPACT.
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

DEMANDING CHANGE

HOW CAN CONSUMERS MAKE DEMANDS™?

HOW CAN WE ASK COMPANIES TO BE TRANSPAR-
ENT WHEN THE EVOLUTION IS SO QUICK IN THE
CAPITALIST ERA™?

HOW DO "WE" MAKE SURE THAT COMPANIES TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HOW THEIR PRODUCTS ARE
BEING SOLD BY RETAILERS™?
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

ALTERNATIVES

INVEST IN SUSTAINABLE FASHION /7 SECOND HAND
CLOTHING AND GOODS INSTEAD. BiIG BRANDS COULD
BE BLAMED FOR GREENWASHING YET THEY BRING
AWARENESS TO THE TOPIC.

Etsy
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

WHAT PRODUCTS ARE
ESSENTIAL™
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RESPONSIBILITY AND TAKING ACTION

WHERE DO WE STAND
AS CULTURAL
PRODUCERS™
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SOURCES

OUR REPOSITORY:
HTTPS://WWW.NOTION.SO/COMPANIES—-INDUSTRIES-ACTING-UP-
ON-MICROPLASTICS—-3AC2014B6BFO04B72ADS8891BF32AD2DC

IDEA 2016 | TRAILER | PLASTIC CHINA
HTTPS://\WWW. YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=VOKIFOCUGQO&GLIST—PL.—
FOOH-LZNDCCXKOGEAHCERJUJDUIAMW=EC

KIDS SUING GOVERNMENTS ABOUT CLIMATE.IT'S A

GLOBAL TREND
HTTPS://WWW.NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.COM/ENVIRONMENT/2019/06/
KIDS—-SUING-GOVERNMENTS-ABOUT—-CLIMATE-GROWING-TREND/

HOW CHINA BROKE THE WORLD'S RECYCLING
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=KXRTNWUJUSGSFBCLID=I-
WARLYB_KQ8YNTPLRKDZ7LXZOCWCKMNXTGBMZ4WSVCFRLCO__
RRYDAQ93YACWEB4

BEER COMPANIES CREATE CONSCIOUS AD ABOUT

OCEAN PLASTIC
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=GKZ-LGT1M7]
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QUOTES

"MADE TO REPLACE OTHER MATERIALS THAT WERE
BECOMING INCREASINGLY SCARCE, IT FUELED AN
ERA OF MASS CONSUMERISM AND THE CHEAP REP—

LICATION AND DISTRUBUTION OF GOODS. "
- HEATHER DAVIDS, TOXIC PROGENY: THE PLASTISPHERE AND OTH-

ER QUEER FUTURES

"THIS TYPE OF MATTER IS EMBLEMATIC OF AN ERA
WHERE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISENTANGLE THE
"NATURAL." FROM SOCIOPOL.ITICAL AND ECONOMIC

FORMATIONS "
- HEATHER DAVIDS, TOXIC PROGENY: THE PLASTISPHERE AND OTH-
ER QUEER FUTURES
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NORWEGIAN FISHERMAN
FINDS "ROMANTIC TOY"
IN FISH
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